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LaNdsCaPE dEsIGN CONCEPT
M a s T E r P L a N

The Landscape Plan demonstrates the close 
conformance of the proposed scheme with the 
Council’s landscape DCP, as well as SEPP65 
principles relating to residential quality design.  The 
open space configuration has been determined in 
close coordination with the Architect and Planner 
in order to provide maximum amenity and utilise 
areas of best aspect and sun access.  A range of 
passive and small group activity areas is indicated, 
which will be subject to refinement in the design 
development phase to ensure maximum amenity, 
and to minimise possible conflicts with adjoining 
and overlooking residences.  Access has been a 
key consideration, with ramps and pathways to 
provide general links to all residences via lobby 
areas.  A key design feature is the overlooking of 
the retail area below the apartments opening to 
the centre of the space, with this seen as a highly 
cosmopolitan formula with many precedents that 
prove this to be a highly desirable relationship 
when well resolved.  The retail plaza and parking 
level, with the Child care and retail tenants will 
provide a well developed civic quality.  The design 
reflects a highly considered design response to the 
requirements of the residents, and to compliment 
and enhance the architecture and public domain.
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LaNdsCaPE PrECINCTs

Residential overlooks the active retail area 
creating interest and surveillance and a 
positive relationship between the civic 
plaza level and residential above.

Tree and palm planting at the streetfront 
and along the retail frontages adds detail 
and high quality landscape potential to 
compliment the adjacent retail

The corner expression of the public street 
intersection with the internal road provides 
great opportunity for retail identity, and 
activation to the two frontages.

The variation in pavement colour along the 
retail access road provides visual interest 
and texture

High quality entry signage and project 
identity will assist with ‘placemaking’ and 
creating a destination retail and leisure 
(café) precinct

The arcade frontage of retail provide an 
active façade, with the adjacent carparking 
providing movement and activation
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LaNdsCaPE PrECINCTs

The side boundary to the adjacent open 
space will have attractive buffer planting, 
with clear visibility through the space to 
assist security

The common courtyard area has lawn, 
paved area for seating and pergola to create 
private space with limited overlooking.

Apartment entries are well defined with 
allied landscape to create strong sense of 
address and feature entry gardens

Individual courtyards are of course defined 
with fencing and gates and party fencing 
providing privacy between unit courtyards

Landscapes of separate courtyards will 
contribute to each other through small tree 
canopies providing backdrop to shared 
views

Internal link paths between open space 
areas will have raised planters to define 
private space of adjacent courtyards
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L a N d s C a P E  M aT E r I a L s  a N d  I N s Ta L L aT I O N
Generally 

All materials are to be installed new or recycled so that they are the best quality and fit for purpose.  The whole of the landscape works 
is to be carried out by a competent Contractor who is experienced in horticultural practice, landscape construction, and planting 
techniques.   All work shall be faithfully carried out in the most tradesmanlike and substantial manner in accordance with accepted 
superior trade standards and applicable Australian Standards. 

Finishes to the walls and pavements are to remain in keeping with the quality and appearance of the built elements.  Pavement finishes 
are to be of a type that has adequate slip resistance and does not present an uneven surface to avoid trip hazards.  Landscape lighting 
will provide security lux levels and will accent  feature elements (seating walls, water features and advanced tree planting) as well as 
providing an ambient light source to illuminate garden areas while avoiding light “washing” into private spaces.  

Planting Strategy

The Indicative Plant Species Schedule, read in conjunction with the plans and the symbols and naming of these in the legend, provides 
a substantially detailed indication of the proposed landscape design, planting locations, intent, and performance of the planting.  The 
design notes provided to suppliment the plan, both in the accompanying report and on the landscape plans, further enhance the 
explanation of the intent and proposed performance of the landscape.  

The density of mass planted shrub, accent and groundcover plantings will be detailed to ensure that complete joining of foliage is 
likely within 18 months to 2 years from completion of the project.  Large, medium and small feature trees are indicated on the plan 
(and palms), with final species selection to be completed , with semi-mature size specimen stock to be utilised to ensure immediate 
visual impact.

The proposed plant material will be substantially selected from Council and relevant authorities approved / recommended plant species 
lists, and selected for specific performance, screening, hardiness, ease of maintenance and proven ability to tolerate site conditions. 
Of importance are the foliage characteristics and floral displays to create garden character. Regular planting of similar species allows 
for ease of maintenance with regard to fertilising, pruning and pest treatment. Defined edges to all planting beds will allow for ease of 
trimming of groundcovers. Indigenous planting will be selected for its ability to attract native bird life. Exotic plants will be incorporated 
to civic spaces and courtyard areas where suitable to provide variety and consistency with the character of the locality.

Garden Detailing 

Gardens are to be mulched with a pine bark or decorative gravel products.  Areas of lawn and gardens are to be defined by raised 
concrete edges, capped with a high quality paver. 

Imported and improved site soils shall be tested to ensure a low Phosphorus content and are suitable in other aspects for the growth 
and development of Australian native plants.  On slab garden beds will be have a specially blended light weight and free draining soil 
mix with sand bed drainage layer to establish minimum soil depths of 450 mm depth for grass areas, 600 mm depth for shrub planting 
and between 800 and 1200 mm depth for tree planting, with soil volume to be carefully considered to be appropriate for tree species 
and to create a suitable mature size.  The detailing of the on slab planters incorporates the following components: 

-      a free draining soil mix specially blended for planter box use

-      a washed sand drainage layer placed beneath the soil mix

-      a drainage cell product with filter fabric to establish a drainage void above the slab falls in slabs to

-      drainage outlets inspection pipes over drainage outlets

 All on slab planters will be made accessible for maintenance.  Where safety issues exist for working in areas above ground anchor 
points and the like will be provided for safety harnesses.  

Hardscape Materials 

Paving materials are generally indicated on the plans and will be developed to be integral with the detailed Architectural proposals.  
Public plaza and footpath areas are to be paved to meet Council’s paving standards and details.  A full range of integrated street and 
garden furniture and other fixtures will also be provided to meet Council and relevant Authority codes and requirements.

Landscape Irrigation

The use of irrigation system will aid the successful establishment and long-term development of the landscape.  Utilisation of 
harvested and recycled water will be achieved in consultation with the Hydraulic Engineer and project team to meet the principles 
of WSUD.  

Establishment and Maintenance  

The design of all areas to be subsequently passed to Council ownership / management are to be prepared in consultation with 
Council so that the design and detailing meets their requirements in terms of sustainable maintenance, vandal resistance and design 
to assist minimizing graffiti.  The installation of the works shall be subject to a 52 weeks defects liability period.  The landscape 
contractor shall be required to undertake regular maintenance inspections and works during this period and replace any failed plants 
/ finishes / equipment as determined to be defective. As a part of the Construction Documentation the landscape specification shall 
describe a full Maintenance Schedule. Regular inspections and reporting by the Landscape Architect on behalf of the developer will 

C O N F O r M a N C E  W I T h  a U T h O r I T I E s 
r E Q U I r E M E N T s
The site planning through to the detailed design have to our best knowledge substantially accorded with the requirements of Council 
in terms of general landscape provisions for private and common open space, streetscape design, and the specific requirements 
of Council’s relevant DCP’s.  

A significant array of landscape design guidelines have been considered in the design formulation, and it is believed that objectives 
/ aims as stated will be achieved for WSUD, ESD, Basix, CEPTED, TPO, equitable access, sustainable transport principles. Broader 
objectives will also be achieved as stated, including recreation and visual amenity, ecology and habitat objectives, open space 

continuity, cycle and pedestrian movement, and establishing of a cost-effective maintainable public/common open space.

C O N C L U s I O N
The landscape proposals for the mixed use development in Silverwater will provide the comprehensive setting and treatment to 
the proposed buildings and courtyards, civic spaces and streetscapes, and landscape podium open space.  The proposals have 
suitably considered relevant Council policies, codes and requirements; and have been coordinated with the project team including 
Architectural, Civil, Hydrology, ESD / Environmental, Engineering, Traffic, Accessibility and various inputs from various authorities, 
and the Client.

The preparation of landscape design proposals for Silverwater project will we believe create a benchmark for significant urban 
renewal outcomes, with substantial connectivity and integration with adjoining areas, as well as significant beautification of the 
public realm.

We believe the proposals and documents are suitable for consideration and approval by Council and relevant authorities.

Ross Shepherd  BLArch (UNSW)  AAILA, Registered Landscape Architect No. 449
Partner, Site Image (NSW) Pty Ltd – Landscape Architects
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